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THANKS TO MY FAMILY

I’'ve been blessed with a beautiful, amazingly talented, and well-grounded wife. Lorti,
thank you for your patience and support while I pursued my entrepreneurial dreams
over the past 35+ years we have spent together. Thanks for giving me the freedom to
move from one firm to another, set up my own firm, transfer it to another firm, and
reestablish Zell Law as my ultimate focus, with you by my side as my partner and
COO. Without you, your brilliance, and your guidance, I could not be half as
successful as I have been and hope to be. And your input and comments on this book
have proven invaluable!

To my children: Arianna, Laynie, Ethan, and Jared

Arianna, you and Andrew have shown me what it means to pursue your dreams, with
integrity, perseverance, and tenacity. You two are amazing individuals and make a
formidable team. Please don’t move too far away; I will miss you too much.

Laynie, your journey from the depths to the heights and beyond is awe-inspiring. You
have overcome more obstacles in a short period of time than most people do in a
lifetime. And now, as the only female cantor in the US military and the first cantor in
the US Navy, I salute you.

Ethan, you are one of the brightest and most intriguing people I know. Not only are
you succeeding in pursuing a PhD in mathematics at one of the nation’s best
educational institutions, but you amaze me every day with your depth of knowledge in
every topic imaginable. You really should think about becoming a lawyer or maybe
president of the United States someday.

Finally, Jared, my youngest and brilliant son, you inspire me every day. You have
overcome the greatest obstacles known to humankind. And your life is just beginning.
May you continue to grow and learn and succeed in all that you do and desire to do.

My family is the reason I do what I do. I am so proud of them. Each of them inspires
me to work hard and with a passion that is unbridled. Thank you all for making my
life complete.

THANKS TO MY FRIENDS, COLLEAGUES, CLIENTS, MENTORS, AND
TEACHERS

Fortunately, I have had the opportunity to learn from and work with so many
amazing people over my career. You have all had a significant, positive impact on my



life and career. Some of you have left this earth, but your spirit and energy still
survive. Please forgive me if I have left anyone out, but here goes, and in no particular
order of importance.

Thank you to my team at Zell Law, rev. 2: Lorri Zell, Bonnie Humphrey, Todd
Spignardo, Tara McCabe, Sebastian Safaei, Caitlin Parker, Sahidah Briggs, and
Alexandra Bruce. Without you, I couldn’t do what I do today.

Thank you to those who helped me build and edit this book: Lorri Zell, Chuck
Cascio, Dr. Steve Gladis, Rob Jolles, Kathy Sawyer, Adebambo Adio, Cathi Cohen,
Katrina VanHuss, Dr. Zella Mansson, Scott Montgomery, Danny Olmes, and the
team at Scribe Media.

Thank you to those from my professional life. From my early days at Arthur
Andersen & Co.: John Schwieters, Barry Reisig, Gerry Ball, Rita Langsam Davis, Rich
Anderson, and Tom Aiello. From my studies at William & Mary: John Lee, John
Donaldson, and Glenn Coven. From my time at Coopers & Lybrand: Steve Halliday
and Robert Freeman. From my time at Venable: Mike Baader, Jacques Schlenger,
Steve Owen, and Bryson Cook. From Feith & Zell: Marc Zell, Mona Murphy, and
Doug Feith. From PricewaterhouseCoopers: Bob Shapiro, Jim Shanahan, Dick Ruge,
Joel Walters, and Mark McConaghy. From O’Connor & Hannan: Pat O’Connor, Tom
Quinn, Tom Jolly, Gary Adler, Tim Jenkins, and Bill Nickerson. From FLK&S:
Walter Freedman, Jay Freedman, and Thomas James. From Powell Goldstein: Mike
Sanders. From Mintz Levin: Irwin Heller, Mark Wishner, and Scott Meza. From Zell
Law, rev. 1 and Odin, Feldman, & Pittleman, P.C.: Catherine Schott Murray and
Dorie Weyant. From Odin, Feldman & Pittleman: Jimmy Pittleman, Dexter Odin,
David Feldman, Don Goldrosen, Bruce Blanchard, Tom Quinn, Teresa Channon,
and Eric Horvitz.

From my time on the Board of the Children’s Charities Foundation: Phil Hochberg,
Pete Teeley, and John Feinstein. From the Board of Northern Virginia Family Service:
Mary Agee, Stephanie Berkowitz, Dr. Steve Gladis, Barbara Rudin, Casey Veatch,
Steve Alloy, and the rest of the amazing board.

My colleagues/ clients/ friends/extended family: Arnold Punaro and the Punaro
Family, Bobby and Sofia Castro, Eric and Barbie Castro, Paul Pagnato, David Karp,
David Eisner, Deb Wetherby, Chris Hauswirth, Steve Janowsky, Dean and Kathy
Thompson, Al Nashman, Lars Okeson, Larry Johnson, Ben Edson, Eric Johnson,
Greg Mamay, Willy Accame, Tom McFadden, Tom James, Mike Wolk, Glenn
Ballenger, Jim and Linda Flannery, the Ratner Family, Neal Simon, Marc Engel and



Carin Dessauer, Matt Devost, Eli Cohen, Jim Besaw, George Perez, Gui Socarras,
Pete Aquino, Phil Nolan, George Wilson, Bill Karlson, Richard Philipson, Joe
Romagnoli, Dennis Belcher, Vince Griffin, Jon Shames, Josh Baker, Brian and Vicki
Zell, Shanna Zell, Adam Zell, Alyssa Zell, Robin Sines, Alyse Reiser Comiter, Vimala
Snow, Amanda Plonski, Scott Dankman, Ron Oklewicz, Matt Swartz, Joe Kennedy,
Mike Curtin, Tim McConville, Sarah Belger, Hans Riede, Matt Dean, John Burton,
Bob Margolis, Bob Kipps, John Becker, Jenn and Kris Wappaus, Lew Parker, Chris
Helmrath, and Thomas Seneca.

To my clients, past and present (some of you are listed above): The examples and
stories in this book are taken from my dealings with you over many years. You have
all taught me so much, and I continue to learn from every one of you every day.
Thank you for allowing me to work with you.



